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ENGLISH (COMPULSORY) 
[According to the syllabus of 2021]1/B 

First Paper 
Time—1hour 

Full Marks – 45 
                                                               Subject code: 

 

 

[N.B-The figures in the right margin indicate full marks.] 

Read the following passage and answer the questions following it 

Meherjan lives in a slum on the Sirajgonj Town Protection Embankment. Her polythene roofed shelter 

looks like a cage. She is nearly 45 but looks more than her age. In front of her shelter, she is trying to 

make a fire to cook the day’s only meal. Her weak hands tremble as she adds some fallen leaves and 

straw to the fire. The whispering wind from the river Jamuna makes the fire unsteady. The dancing of 

the flames reminds Meherjan of the turmoil in her life. 

Not long ago Meherjan had everything--- a family, cultivable land and cattle. The erosion of the 

Jamuna consumed gradually all her landed property. It finally claimed her last shelter during the last 

monsoon. It took the river only a day to demolish Meher’s house, trees, vegetable garden and the 

bamboo bush. She had a happy family once. Over the years, she lost her husband and her family to 

diseases that cruel hunger and poverty brought to the family. Now, she is the only one left to live on 

with the loss and the pain. The greedy Jamuna has shattered her dreams and happiness. 

There are thousand others waiting to share the same fate with Meherjan. Bangladesh is a land of rivers 

that affect its people. Erosion is a harsh reality for the people living along the river banks. During each 

monsoon many more villages are threatened by the roaring of rivers like the Jamuna, the Padma and 

the Meghna. It is estimated that river erosion makes at least 100,000 people homeless every year in 

Bangladesh. In fact, river erosion is one of the main dangers caused by climate change. If we can’t take 

prompt actions to adapt to climate change, there will be thousands of more Meherjans in our towns 

and villages every year. 

1. Choose the correct answer from the alternatives.                                                                           1x10=10 

(a) The phrase “whispering wind” means ____________. 

 i) wind that blows in summer.                 ii) wind that blows with a hissing sound. 

 iii) wind that helps to make fire.                     iv) wind that blows from across the river. 

 (b) Meherjan’s dreams and happiness __________ by the greedy river of Jamuna. 

 i) destroyed               ii) boosted                iii) flourished                       iv) mixed  

c) Meherjan tries to make fire to ____________________ 

       i) warm herself   ii) cook day’s meal  iii) make tea   iv) make night’s meal  
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 (d) The greedy Jamuna took only __________ to demolish everything of Meherjan.  

 (i) a week  (ii) a day        (iii) a month                       (iv) an hour  

(e) Which of the following statement is true? 

 i) in  the past days Meherjan lead an impoverished life. 

 ii) imbalanced environment is responsible for Meherjan’s lot.  

 iii) Meherjan leads an aristocrat life.  

          iv) none of them  

(f) The phrase “dancing of the flame” means ____________. 

 i) a traditional form of folk danc                         ii) a flame made by people to remember their past.  

          iii) a flame that is made unstable by the blast of air.   iv) a flame that makes people dance around it. 

 (g) The phrase “roaring rivers” means ____________. 

i) rivers that flow strongly making wild sounds         ii) rivers that have noisy fishes 

iii) rivers having many rowing boats in them                iv) rivers that make people cry out           

(h) Meherjan’s hands are trembling because _______________  

       i) she is exhausted  ii) she is tired   iii) she is feeble   iv) she is frightened  

i) What is the main purpose of the author of the passage? 

       i) to explain the importance of river   ii) to describe the impact of monsoon   

       iii) to describe the fate of woman   iv) to describe the effect of river erosion  

j) The phrase mighty rivers means ______________ 

       i) rivers that make people cry out    

       ii) rivers that have huge volume of water and very strong currents    

       iii) rivers having many rowing boats in them   

       iv) rivers that have strong banks  

Read the passage below and answer the following question: 

26 March, our Independence Day, is the biggest state festival. The day is celebrated every year in the 

country with great enthusiasm and fervour. It is a national holiday. All offices, educational institutions, 

shops and factories remain closed on this day. The day begins with 31 gunshots.  Early in the morning 

the President and the Prime Minister on behalf of the nation place floral wreaths at the National 

Musolium at Savar. Then diplomats, political parties, social and cultural organisations, and freedom 

fighters pay homage to the martyrs. People from all walks of life also come there with rallies and 

processions. There are several cultural programmes throughout the day highlighting the heroic 

struggle and sacrifice in 1971. 
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2. Fill in the blanks with suitable words                                                                                       1x5=5 

26 March, our Independence Day is the biggest state (a)_______. This day bears  a great 

testimony for the Bangalee nation. On the day we (b)_______ floral wreaths at the National 

Mausoleum at Savar. People from all walks of life also (c)______ there with rallies and 

processions. The educational institutions also (d)______ their individual programmes. The 

President, the Prime Minister and all respected people of the country (e) ______ wreaths at 

the National Mausoleum at Saver.  

Read the passage and complete the table below with information from the passage (4-5). 

George Washington was the first President of the U.S.A. He was born in 1732 in Virginia. His family 

used to cultivate tobacco in their estate in Virginia. When he was twenty years old. he took over these 

estates and lived a comfortable life. In 1752, France and Britain started war. Then he left his estates 

and joined the English forces. He soon made a good name for himself as a brilliant officer. In 1773, the 

unpleasant incident known as Boston Tea Party took place between the Americans and British. 

Thirteen colonies joined into a Congress in 1774. In 1775, some English troops were attacked and a 

war broke. In 1776, the colonies formally declared themselves independent. Peace treaty was signed 

between America and Britain in 1783. When England and France made peace, he went to his home of 

Virginia to live happily. In 1789, Washington became the first President of the United States. 

3. Read the passage again. Now, complete the table with relevant information from the text.        1x6=6   

Who/What Event Year Place 

George Washington (i) ……. in 1732   in Virginia 

French and British started a war in 1752 (ii) ………. 

Boston Tea Party unpleasant incident (iii) …….. in America and Britain  

(iv) ………. declared independence in 1776 in America 

Washington (v)  in 1789 (vi)……. 

 

4. Summarize the above passage in no more than 90 words.                                                                         10 

5. Write a paragraph on Your school library                      14 

 


